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The NAO 1999 was promulgated on November 16, 1999. The objective was to tackle corruption by taking legal actions against corruption (NAO, 2002). Nonetheless, the pending proceedings and cases fell under Ordinance No. XX of 1997 and the Ehtesab Act, 1997 were continued. The primary purpose of the NAO 1999 was not only to take adequate measures against corruption but also to take measures to recover the outstanding amount from the guilty. In 2002, the NAO 1999 was amended. Under this amendment, any person or public office holder can voluntarily come forward and offer to return the assets and gains before the commencement of the investigation against that person. This amendment allows the NAB chairman to accept such volunteer offers after determining the due amount. 
The PTI government amended the NAB ordinance in 2021. PML(N) led coalition government introduced the amendments in 2022.
Critical view:
Pakistan is experiencing poor performance on all global indices, which measure corruption and vertical and horizontal accountability in Pakistan. Moreover, the common perception among judiciary and civil society is that the NAB is used for political manipulation against the opposition leaders. The following points are important to improve the transparent performance of the NAB. There is a dire and unavoidable requirement to change the NAB’s structure. All political parties, civil society representatives, and lawyers’ bars and associations prepare the legal and institutional structure of the NAB so that the transparent accountability system may be promulgated. This is the era of digitalization, and the NAB must be trained and technologically well-equipped to build its capacity and skillful human resource to hatch the agenda for creating a transparent and inclusive accountability system.
A potent cause behind the misallocation of resources in developing countries is the misuse of authority and public funds by government officials. Particularly, at the microeconomic level, bureaucratic holdups and delays are not only ethically inappropriate but also cause a significant drag on private businesses. In recent decades, aggressive anti-corruption campaigns have been a feature of many developing countries. In Pakistan too the issue has been a source of political uncertainty since 1990s when elected governments were dismissed in quick succession on grounds of corruption.
